





HATFIELD PEVEREL. THE NATURAL BACKGROUND

Hatfield Peverel is situated in Mid-Essex some two-thirds of the
distance from Chelmsford towards Witham, Disregarding minor irregular-

ities, the parish is approximately square in shape and covers about

seven .square miles, The Roman Road, London to Colchester, and the
River Ter form a orude cross whose centre lies somewhat west of the
centre of the parish

The highest point in the parish, about midway between Whitelands
and Pitfield Barns is but 157 feet above mean sea level and there are
only small areas in the South and South East below the 50 feet contour,

80 that the maximum height-range over the seven square miles of the

parish is little more than 100 feet, That being so, high ground is
nowhere a dominant landscape feature; it is the valleys that one
must stress in seeking for what is outstanding in the physical back-
ground, That of the Chelmer in the South and the Blackwater in the -
South East are landscape features out of all proportion to the meagre-
ness of their streams or of the heights and slopes involved, The
much greater heights beyond the Chelmer and Blackwater Valleys give
to Hatfield Peverel some attraotive views and house situations. The
River Ter, though a lesser stream than the Chelmer to which it is
tributary near Cardfield's Farm, has a valley which nevertheless
supplies the Priory with a gracious South Westerly vista, and which
near Hatfield Place occasions one of the major downsweeps on the
London-Colchester road,

The surface geology and consequently the character of the soils
in Hatfield Peverel is of considerable variety, ILondon Clay, a heavy
intractable brown material which is the bedrock of Essex as a whale,
appears only in the Ter Valley, approximately South of Hatfield Wick,
It has been exposed in this area by the long-continued damcutting of
the Ter Valley. Elsewhere it is buried beneath newer deposits of
utterly different character, These are four in number; three of
them are glacial, that is, they were carried to their existing loca-
tion by the moving ice-masses of the Great Ice Ages, and perhaps by
the flood waters which must have attended the disappearance of the
ice, Resting immediately upon the London Clay, and exposed on either
side of the Ter as well as on either side of the Chelmer is Glacial
Sand and Gravel, On top of the sand and gravel, and therefore
remaining only along the Eastern and Western extremities of the parish,
i,e, away from the Ter Valley, is the Boulder Clay, a stiff clay,
which though heavy is less intractable than the London Clay and
contains numerous rock fragments especially pieces of chalk which have
given it its name, Finally, West of the Ter and also North of the
Roman Road, are areas of Brick-Earth, a fine loam whose mode of origin
is uncertain, but which may have accumulated as silt on the floor of "
an Ice-Age or post-Ice~Age lake which has since dried out, The fourth
deposit is Alluvium or "flood-mud!] This ocours only in the King's
and Wald's End and Cardfields area of the parish, where the flats on
either side of the Chelmer have slowly built up into a considerable
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thickness of silt, film bylfilm, as flood has succeeded floods It
will be recalled that this area is still liable to f;ooding.

Weather records have been kept for many years at Langford Water-
works in the Chelmer Valley, only just outside the Southern border of
‘the parish, At that point, the average yearly total of rainfall, as
measured over the past 22 years, works out at 21,04 inches. During
this period the yearly amount has ranged from a low of 13,165 inches
in 1933 to a high of 31,4 inches in 1939. By way of comparison, the
average yearly total for Plymouth is 36,2 inches, while that for
Valencia in South Western Ireland reaches 55,6 inches, Hardly any

' English areas have averages lower than the 21,04 inches for Langford,
s0 whatever our views as residents, Hatfield Peverel is most certainly
on the "dry side' of the country.

Addendum

A well boring made at Hatfield Place in 1900 is interesting in
indicating the strata, The boring was made on the site of an old
well 35 feet deep and below that depth the following were found, the
dimension shown being the thickness of each layer from this 35 ft.
downwards: :

London Clay: Common 53 ft., Blue 67 ft., Grey Sand and Stone 1% ft.
Grey Sand and Clay 15% ft,, followed by Reading and Thanet Beds of:
Sand 14 ft., mostly Clay 9 ft.,, Green Sand 33 ft,, Grey Sand 4 ft.,
Green Sand 1 ft,, Grey Sand 41 ft,, Green Sand 5 ft., followed by:
Chalk and Flints 61 ft,, to the full depth of the bore at 340 ft.

It is interesting to note that the Chalk Bed, commencing here at
279 ft. below the surface, comes out to the surface in the Saffron

Walden area,
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THE PINK HORSE

A detachment of the Bedfordshire Yeomanry was billetted in the
village for three years in the 1914 - 18 War, When it was ordered
abroad an officer who rode a white horse is reputed to have asked if
anything could be done to make it less conspiouous, The story goes
that the farriers painted the horse with a mixture of permanganate

"of potash, but unfortunately in the morning the horse was pink!
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THE CHANGING COMMUNITY

T (1) = POPULATION

The Variable Pogulation
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- The first census figures are for 1801, The end of the 18th
‘and beginning of the 19th centuries were bad times for Essex, The
American Wars had taxed the country and the process was continued with
~ the Napoleonio Wars. The country was most vulnerable to invasion and
2 approximately one fourteenth of the nation's population was under
arms, Prior to the Napoleonic Wars, the flourishing wool industry =
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Witham being the nearest centre - which affected sheep farming and
the home occupations of spinning was on the decline, The 1790's saw
the Bread Riots and by 1801 the quartern loaf cost 1/8d, black bread
only being eaten by the peasant.

The return of peace in 1815 saw an increase in population common
to the country as a whole but little inorease in rural prosperity,
although some small benefit resulted from the growth of the silk
industry and the resulting changed use of Hatfield Mill, Essex
agriculture was in the process of changing from sheep to wheat and
although the latter was frequently being sold at famine prices, this
was of little benefit to the labourer whose wage increased but little,
principally because of the surplus of such local labour,

Skilled farm labour had to be used on road work and in particu-
larly bad periods the parish full time relieving officer directed
farmers to use a proportion of the unemployed labour on their land,

Something of the distress in the parish at this period can be
seen fron the following:

Year - 2803 - 2623  .182) 1834

Cost of Poor Relief - £626 £1562 £1029 £1154

Cost per. head of - 12/5 . 32/8 188 19/
~ population,

In 1834 a report stated the average labourer's weekly wage to
be 10/~ including harvest earnings, There was little work available
for women and children and even such employment as was available
gave a wage of no more than 3/~ to 4/-, Cottage rents were about
£4 per year and the result of this unemployment, plus low wage for
those at work, resulted in some 300 people being dependent or partly
dependent on poor relief,

The degree of distress and relief was most closely associated
with tThe price of the loaf,

Some indication of local employment conditions for women and
girls was recorded in the Colchester Gazette in 1825, From the
Hatfield Silk Mill on the main road and occupied by Moss and Smith,
some 50 girls had recently absconded from their contracts, One aged
22 was proseouted and said she would prefer to go to prison than to
return, They worked six days per week from 6 a,m, to 7 p,m. with
half hour breaks for breakfast and dinner for 3/6 in the first year
and 4/~ in the second year of their contraoct, She paid 1/- for
lodging, 2/6 for food and clothes, had little but bread to eat and
was too tired to carry on, A sentence of 7 days hard labour was
imposed, : :



In spite of these conditions the village population inoreased
until the early 1840's when work on railway construction, the drift
to the towns and particularly to the north where, although frightful
living conditions became common, wages were much higher because of
the expansion of the mine, factory and cotton mill began a decline
which was further aided by the emigration which became so popular,

There was a slump in the silk industry from 1846 -~ 48 and a
general decline from 1860 which would lessen the employment oppor-
tunities in the village for women and girls, although temporary
relief was possibly provided by the straw plaiting industry (reputed
to be introduced into the country by Cobbett) which became a big
household occupation of the 1870's, For a period farming and living
conditions improved, but from 1875 onwards the village must have
felt the collapse of the English farming after a succession of bad
harvests and the general importation of American corn,

In spite of the falling mortality, due to the increasing
efficiency of medical sgervices, the village population continued
to decline until the coming of peace after the Boer War, since which
time there has been an almost continuous rate of inorease,

The greater use of the road, the growth of industry in
Chelmsford, Witham and other towns, the local developments in fruit,
dairy farming and agricultural machinery supplies, the alternative
types of local employment through railway, garages, furniture making
and upholstery etc,, have combined to give a prosperity greater than
in any previous deocade,

In its well placed position, with good transport and generally
well developed public utility services of electriocity, water and

drainage, with gas expected in 1953, the village has become a place
in which people now seek to live,
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P THE CHANGING COMMUNITY

(2)_ - OCCUPATIONS

Although the figures below cover only the last century, they
do provide a guide to the changes which have occurred since the
almost self-supporting comnunity of earlier times, More specialised
activities and improved communications develop a village much more
dependent on the efforts of the outside world,

HOW TRADES AND PROFESSIONS CHANGE

Trade or Profession in 1848 1861 1881 1952
the Village Wright's White's Steven's W.E.A.
Directory Directory Directory Survey

Saddler 1 2
Wheelwright - 2 2

Draper 1 L

Farmer only 2 menb'd 24 1
Miller Not mentioned 2

Surgeon : % o
Veterinary Surgeon
Licensecd Victualler
Rat Catcher

Boot and Shoe Maker
Coal Merchant
Butocher

Beer Retailer
Chimney Sweep
Carrier None mention
Grocer (Shopkeepers) 5
Sheep Dresser
Painter
Postmaster

Baker

Blacksmith
Bricklayer

Horse Slaughterer
Builder

Station Master
Brickmaker
Brewer

Carpenter
Hairdresser
Greengrocer

Town Crier
Fishmonger
Schoolteacher
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In 1952 out of the total estimated population of 2285, 202 work
in Agriculture, 217 in Industry, 82 in Shops, 47 in Offices, 32 in the
professions, 54 in Public Services, 34 in domestic work and 14 in the
Foroes, There are 250 0ld Age Pensioners and 39 retired people.
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THE CHANGING COMMUNITY

; (3) ~ USE OF THE LAND
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Figures relating to Land Use were obtained by courtesy of the
Statistics Branch of the Ministry of Agriculture, Statistics
covering 1938, and 1947 to 1951 inclusive, enabled us to compare
pre~war with post-war land utilization, and also to note trends
during the post war period,

Total grain crops have shown an increase in aoreage of about
15% from about 950 in 1938 to just over 1100 in 1951, This is
accounted for by increases in wheat and barley, although one notes
5 an appreciable decrease in oats, Potatoes and sugar beet have also
shown appreciable increases, while '"'other roots" have remained
fairly static. Orchards have increased from 230 acres in 1938 to
270 in 1951, i,e, a rise of about 16%. Fodder grasses have shown a
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marked rise from about 150 acres to about 450 acres over the same
period, i.e. an increase of 200%.

These various increases in arable activity have naturally been
offset by a striking decline in the area under permanent pasture from
just over 1000 acres in 1938 to just under 450 in 1951, i.e, a drop
of nearly 50%, Total acreage of farmed land has consequently
remained fairly steady, the total for 1938 being 2940 acres, while
the acreage for 1951 was 3011,

Outstanding changes are the rise in Mixed Corn from only 2 acres
in 1938 to over 50 acres in 1951, and the almost complete disappear=-
ance of sheep from Hatfield Peverel,

Farm labour totals have fluctuated fairly markedly, no doubt in
conformity with changes in the proportions as between arable and
permanent grass, and also as a result of changes in the details of
the arable economy, The figures for the years available are 129, 211,
209, 196, 159 and 165,
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INTERESTING PARISH PLACE NAMES

(Compiled from Miss T, M. Hope's "History of Hatfield Peverel)

Rainbow Field - From a type of ploughing called rainbow ploughing -
keeping the ocurve of the hedge,
Bett!s Acre 'Butts' = site of an archery ground,
Brakey Field -~ From 'Brec' - a strip of land taken from the forest,
~ Hoppet or

Pightle - A small grass field near a homestead,
Danmaces Lane A family ocalled Damms lived here in the 17th century,

Tabels or
Tables = After a family called Fabel.
Grays Farn - Grays - a meade
Hotchelden
Field - Hatch -~ a hedge or gate,
Haywoods - An enclosed wood.
Herrings Wood - From Herrige, a former tenant of Mowden Hall?
Hosiers - After Margaret Hosyer, a widow of 1319,
Maiden Shot =~ Plough land, possibly to provide dowries for young girls,
The Mocr - Waste, barren, or swampy ground,

Rainbirds -~ Reynberd - Name mentioned in 1499,

Saffron Garden- Was Saffron, used as a yellow dye for wool, grown herc?

Shaen's Meadow~ The owner of Crix in the 18th/19th centuries.

Vihezard - Mr, Worraker attempted grape cultivation here about
70 years ago.

Windmill Downs~ On the North side of Church Road, pronounced Willer
merdowns, a field whichk showed a circular nound
where a mill may have stood,
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EDUCATION IN HATFIELD PEVEREL

The earliest recorded mention of any school in the village was as
a result of the bequest of Sir Edward Alleyne who, in 1638, left £100
for land in trust for the schooling of poor children, Together with
small sums the whole was invested in lands and cottages, and of the
annual income £5 was paid to the Schoolmistress who had the Feoffees
School for eleven children. For reasons not known, the school

ceased to exist and the income was then used to assist boys in their
apprenticeship.

Though detailed records of these are not now available in the
village, a Parliamentary Report of 1833 shows Hatfield Peverel to
have 8 day schools, including a Charity School, This and others had
a proportion of children whose fees were paid by 'benevolent ladies',
Between them were shared 49 boys and 109 girls and considering
education was not compulsory and the population of the village only
some 1100, these totals at school must be considered as high,

Doubtless a number were the famous "Dames Schools' and some
can be remembered in the late 19th century by some inhabitants,
One at the Temperance Hotel was conducted by Mrs, Death, the wife
of the ratcatcher, another by Miss Evans in one of the three
weatherboarded cottages now replaced by the Springfield House stable
block., A third was conducted in a cottage opposite the Crown and
this still contains the old school bench, The biggest one was held
in a long low room South of Stuarts' Cottages and this had sleeping
quarters at the back for Miss Hogg, the Schoolmistress,

In the village there is now one Private School known as Miss
Isted's Commercial School, In addition to this there is the
Voluntary School, catering for children to 11l years of age,
children over that age going to the Modern School in Witham, the
Grammayr Schools in Braintree, Chelmsford and Maldon, or the
Technical School in Chelmsford,

The first building of the present Voluntary School, consisting
of one room and the School House, were erected in 1851 with muoney
provided by the National Society anc a local benefactor, the
Reverend Charles Townsend of Berwicks. The school is well sited in
the village although a pond prececded the school at this point. The
site was presented in 1049 by Peter and John Wright of the Priory.
The charity of the benefactors has been a doubtful blessing to
succeelding generations because of the drainage problems which have
almost constantly risen. The original buildings were enlarged in
1872, in 1884 and again in 1920 and the efforts of the village

to inprove the school were hastened by the comments of H. M, Inspectors.

The original School House is no longer living acconmodation but
continues in use for Staff and Stores etc.



The School ceased to cater for 11 plus ochildren on the opening of
the Witham Modern School in 1937 and it is planned that the building,
now very oramped for present day requirements, will eventually be
replaced by one to be erected on a much larger site near the Priory
entrance and drive,

The earliest available accounts of life in the School are of
1870 and make interesting reading, - A good account of the general
development has been compiled by a former master, Mr, J, W, R. Argent
and this is kept in the School, There are, however, some other
aspects recorded in the last century worth relating and which make
interesting comparisons with conditions of to-day,

Education was made compulsory, but not free for most children,
in 1877 and children had to pay 24 per week. The village made light
of Parliamentary Regulation however, and in 1878 the Attendance :
Officer made his first appearance, but he was not alone in attempts
to improve attendance, At times the Headmaster sallied forth and
returned with truants, it being recorded that one was found 'lying
in ambush in the Shrubbery' brought back to school and publicly and
severely punished, The Managers also prepared sohemes, but all
these attempts had little success in raising attendance above 50%,

Work associated with the land took heavy toll of school
attendance, There was Pea-picking, which in the 1870's appeared to
continue from mid-June to early August, harvest, for which the
school closed, followed by gleaning which caused great drops in
attendance. But these do not complete the reasons for such absences:
Stone gatherirg, bird scaring and the acorn harvest appear as annual
reasons, (The time spent on acorn gathering spreads over a fort-
night and is an interesting indication of the much greater wooded
area of that period), Possibly the most interesting reason for bad
attendance was the staying away to pick up wood frequently blown
from trees by the high winds of the previous night!

The inevitability of absence for pea-picking eventually
resulted in a 3 - 4 weeks' holiday being granted, to be followed
after a®short period of return to school by the harvest holiday of
four weeks, The holidays were arranged to suit the needs rather
than to suit the calendar, and one year the period of school
between the two holidays was merely one day!

The Agricultural Children's Act of 1874 did little to improve
attendances although the regulations were pressed as far as possible.
At one later period the prosecution of two parents for non-attendanoce
of children led to a remarkable renewed interest in school by the
village children as a whole,

There'were ofher causes of poor attendance, . In present days,
when well clad and well nourished children generally make their way
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to school regardless of weather conditions, it is interesting to note
the earlier effect of rain and snow on attendance, On one occasion

5 children only attended, because of rain, At another time a group
returned when the rainy period ceased, including one who had not been
seen at school for three months, Even heavy showers caused big
attendance drops and on more than one occasion school was cancelled
because of the severity of the weather,

A third cause of absence was the epidemics which swept through
the village to a degree now unknown, On one occasion a measles
epidemic reduced attendance from 124 to 39, when the sochool was
closed by the Medical Office, Mumps, measles, influenza and typhoid
in turn affected the attendance so severciy that the school was
closed at times,

One interesting but unusual cause of disturbed routine was the
renovation carried out on the Church, and during this period, from
September 1872 to November 1873, the normal Church services appear
to have been held in the school, It is on record that at least one
wedding was solemnised in school during this periodl

The lack of qualified staff, a condition typical of the period,
must have been a further contributary cause of irregular attendance,
Where to-day staffing shortages have been minimised by the intro-
duction of the Emergency Training Scheme, in the 1870's the problem
was met by the use of pupil teachers whose special training was
provided by the Headmaster, usually from 7 ~.8 a,m, cach school day,
and by the use of paid monitors, suitable children who had.completed
the highest standard in school, These staffing problems were
frequent, In 1877 there were 150 children with a staff of Headmaster
and one pupil teacher only, but at the end of the year there was no
pupil teacher and the master had to rely on the assistance of paid
monitors, The state of efficiency of the staff and school was
examined yearly by Her Majesty's Inspector, The school grant
depended on the success of this examination and occasional comments
were most pointed.

- A restricted and formal syllabus, again typical of the time,

did little to encourage interest., School subjects consisted mostly
of work directly associated with the three "R's" although needlework
ocoupied the girls most of each afternoon, Songs which were learnt
included: "Ring the bell, Watchman, "Watching for Pa', '"The Violet",
"The Eagle", "Work while you may" and "ILight House Keeper', The set
poems had similar titles on many occasions and if one would wish to
make any comparison between school in that period and to~day, perhaps
the best answer could be found in a study of school photographs
available of the two periods,
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