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Hatfield Peverel Parish Council News

What a day it was at this year’s Party in the Park! The
sun shone and the music played! As in the past years,
our Community Events Committee did a fabulous job
of organising so many stallholders, entertainers,
performers, bands, food vendors and charities - all
coming together for a most unforgettable day in
Hatfield Peverel. See more on page 4.

Our next event will be in December for Christmas in the
Park. This event is held inside the Village Hall but is no
less a task to organise. We’re always grateful for
volunteers who may be able to offer us their experience,
expertise and knowledge in helping to organise and run
the event.

Please get in touch with Carly Truman, the Deputy Clerk
on deputyclerk@hatfieldpeverelpc.com if you would like
to be part of the volunteer team. Alternatively, the
Community Events Committee meeting dates are listed
on the website to which you are most welcome to
attend.

Help us decide!
The Parish Council would like your opinions. We recently
asked ninety-six young people in Hatfield Peverel what
new outdoor facility they would most like to see in the
village.

The choices offered were:
• A get-together shelter
• A skatepark
• Parkour blocks or 
• A pump track

These were all activities that young people can enjoy
independently, which was an important consideration
when selecting the options.

The results gave us a surprising but clear favourite, with
40% of the young people choosing a pump track. The
Parish Council is now exploring how this could become
a reality and where it might be located.

At present, due to certain conditions that have to be met,
Section 106 funding would only be available if the pump
track were built at the Community Park. If it is located
elsewhere in the village, (e.g., Strutt Memorial Rec or
Nounsley) we would be unable to use Section 106 funding
and would need to look at alternative funding sources -
such as grants, sponsorship or support from local
businesses and the wider community - something that
may prove to be difficult in the current financial climate. 

The ideal place for a pump track is the proposed
Community Park, however, one important consideration
is that the area is accessed from Wickham Bishops Road.
This means many young people would need to cross this
busy road to reach the facility. Before any decisions are
made, we’d like to hear your thoughts to see if this project
is something that can be implemented.

Do you think the Community Park is the right location for
a pump track? Or would you prefer to see it elsewhere
in the village? While this will have an impact on whether
we can establish funding, we’d like to know your
opinions. Many have commented on our social media
post regarding this issue but if you haven’t already, then
please email us at parishclerk@hatfieldpeverelpc.com
with your thoughts or suggestions so that we may
consider the issues at stake.

How to keep up to date with Council news
Visit our website at https://www.hatfieldpeverelpc.com,
see noticeboards around the village or follow us on our
social media platforms.

The next two Full Council Meetings will take place on
Monday 3rd August and Monday 7th September.
Residents are always welcome to attend. Please see the
website or noticeboards for the agenda. 

Sarah Gaeta 
Parish Clerk Hatfield Peverel Parish Council 
parishclerk@hatfieldpeverelpc.com | 01245 382865 
Parish Council Office, Village Hall, Maldon Road, Hatfield
Peverel, Essex CM3 2HP
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We were absolutely delighted to see so many people
come along throughout the afternoon and evening to
enjoy the event and help make it such a wonderful
success.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported the
event. We hope you enjoyed everything that was on
offer, from the energetic performances by Salsa D’Lite,
Hotsteps and KL Aerials to the fabulous live music from
our bands, which kept the atmosphere buzzing
throughout the day and into the evening.

There was certainly something for everyone, with
bouncy castles, games and stalls providing plenty of
family fun, alongside a great selection of food and drink
vendors. It was also wonderful to welcome so many
local organisations and charities, who showcased the
valuable work they do within our community and gave
visitors the opportunity to find out more about the
services and support available locally.

Events like this simply wouldn’t happen without the
dedication and hard work of our Community Events
Committee, whose enthusiasm, planning and
commitment made the event such a great success. We
also extend our thanks to the volunteers who helped out
on the day. Most importantly, thank you to everyone who
came along and made the event so special. Your
support is what makes community events like Party in
the Park such a success.

We hope to see you all in December for Christmas in the
Park at the Village Hall.

Thank you for making Party in the
Park a wonderful success!
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NEWS FROM ST. ANDREW’S & ALL SAINTS, ULTING
As we write this in July, schools have still not broken up
and it is HOT HOT HOT. Hopefully by now temperatures
will have dropped to ordinary levels.

The best news is that Rev Howard is now fully up on his
feet after his back operation and if not fully cured (never
promised nor expected) pain levels are dramatically
reduced.

As well as our standard services each Sunday, events
over the last month have included a wedding at All
Saints, a baptism at St Andrews with welcome balloons
around the North Porch, and a delightful open air all-age
service at St Andrews in the Vicarage garden. We also
had a pitch at Party in the Park, which sadly clashed with
the annual Bradwell Pilgrimage but the tabletop football
proved a great draw! We had our monthly coffee
morning and our July Soup and Roll which raised £150
for British Red Cross despite numbers being hugely
reduced due to the heat. Because of the heat we served
cold vichyssoise, although there was a tomato, basil and
garlic option for those who prefer a more traditional
temperature for their soup!

Blue Cello and the Beacon Hill singers gave an amazing
concert at All Saints by the river complete with a
splendid cream tea which raised the astonishing sum of
£1989.35 for Farleigh Hospice. Huge congratulations to
all performers and organisers.

John Strange recently delighted members of the
Blackwater U3A with his excellent and fascinating talk
about the history and the building of St Andrews. John is
happy to make his talk available to other groups or
organisations so if anyone is interested, do give John a
ring on 01245 381004.

Our August Soup and Roll will be on Tuesday 11th from
12.30-2.00pm and will be in aid of Sanctus a Chelmsford
day centre supporting those suffering homelessness,
loneliness, addiction and mental and physical health.
We can’t promise cold vichysoisse but do come along!

In conjunction with the Methodists, we are planning Pray
for our Community at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th
September in St Andrews Church Hall. We invite all
Christians of any denomination in and around the
village to attend. In this day and age there are so many
things wrong and broken in this world - wars, civil unrest,
natural disasters, refugees fleeing conflict, and global
warming. Some disasters and problems we can
marginally assist by financial donations and some
volunteering but one thing we can all do is to pray
together and this can be extraordinarily powerful.

Details of our services in August, to which you are all
most welcome can be found on the next page. See
blelow for how to contact us.
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Hello again, everyone!

It’s Stefan here - your local mobile personal trainer. This
month, I’d like to talk about something we all rely on
every day but rarely think about until it starts causing
discomfort - our joints.

Healthy joints allow us to move freely, whether we’re
walking the dog, gardening, playing with our children or
grandchildren, or simply getting in and out of the car. As
we get older, or if we spend long periods sitting, our joints
can become stiff and less mobile. The good news is that
regular movement is one of the best ways to keep them
healthy.

Why Joint Health Matters
You don’t have to run marathons or lift heavy weights to
look after your joints. Gentle, regular exercise can make
a real difference.

Here are some of the benefits of keeping your joints
moving:
1. Reduces stiffness – Regular movement helps joints

stay flexible and comfortable.
2. Strengthens the muscles around the joints – Strong

muscles provide better support and stability.
3. Improves mobility – Everyday tasks become easier

when your joints move freely.
4. Helps reduce the risk of injury – Better joint function

improves balance and coordination.
5. Encourages independence – Healthy joints help you

stay active and enjoy the activities you love.

STEFAN TABACU - MY PERSONAL TRAINER

Remember, the best exercise is the one you can do
consistently. Even a few minutes of movement each day
is better than doing nothing at all. Keeping your joints
healthy doesn’t require hours in the gym. Regular
movement, sensible exercise, and staying active are
some of the best investments you can make in your
future health.

Our Community Fitness Sessions
Our weekly fitness sessions at Strutt Memorial
Recreation Ground continue as usual, and it’s wonderful
to see so many familiar and new faces each week.

Although the original funding has now come to an end,
I’ve decided to keep the classes running because I truly
believe in the value they bring to our community. There
is now a small optional contribution for anyone who
would like to help support the sessions and ensure they
can continue. Everyone is still very welcome, regardless
of age, ability, or experience.
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Are butterflies 
bouncing back?
This year could see a bumper year for butterflies here
in the UK.

The Big Butterfly Count, the annual event that asks
members of the public to report the butterflies they
see, began in the second half of July and runs until 9
August.

According to Butterfly Conservation, the hot, dry spring
we experienced earlier this year has led to an increase
in several butterfly species, with three or four species in
the south of England being spotted well beyond their
usual range.

This is good news, not only for butterflies but for other
insects too. Prof Helen Roy, of the UK Centre for Ecology
and Hydrology and the University of Exeter, says
healthy butterfly populations are a positive sign that
other insect species may also be thriving.

She explained that the long-term decline in butterfly
numbers, dating back to the 1970s, has largely been
caused by the loss and degradation of their habitats.
However, she has been encouraged by initiatives such
as No Mow May – something we also support here in
Hatfield Peverel – which encourages people to let
grassy areas grow naturally, creating more places for
butterflies to feed and breed.

The health of butterfly populations is a good indicator of
how well other wildlife is doing. Last year’s Big Butterfly
Count recorded its lowest numbers on record,
prompting Butterfly Conservation to declare a butterfly
emergency, warning: “If you don’t see butterflies then
you should be worried and we should be taking action
to improve the natural world.” Thankfully, it now appears
that conservation work, together with growing public
awareness, is beginning to make a real difference.

Join the count!
The Big Butterfly Count is an important way of tracking
the state of nature each year. Everyone is encouraged
to choose a spot, spend 15 minutes counting the
butterflies and moths they see, and then record their
sightings on the website or via the app.

As Dr Dan Hoare of Butterfly Conservation explains,
butterflies and moths are vital: “They’re doing a very
important job of pollination, and they’re also incredibly
important in our food chain... they’re really needed to
support other animals.”

What better excuse to enjoy a few peaceful moments
outdoors – whether in your garden, a local park or one
of our village green spaces – while helping scientists
build a picture of how our wildlife is faring?

To take part in the Big Butterfly Count and find out
more, visit bigbutterflycount.butterfly-
conservation.org.
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Meet Your New PCSO
We are pleased to welcome our new Police Community
Support Officer, Stuart, who will be holding regular Beat
Surgeries at the Coffee Lounge in the Village Hall.

These informal drop-in sessions are a great opportunity
for residents to meet Stuart, discuss any local concerns,
ask questions about policing in the area, or simply
introduce themselves. Whether you have an issue you’d
like to raise, would like crime prevention advice, or want
to find out more about what’s happening in our
community, Stuart will be happy to chat.

The Beat Surgeries will take place on the following dates
and times:

13th August 10am – 11am
9th September 11am - 12pm
17th September 11am - 12pm
6th October 12pm – 1pm
15th October 11am – 12pm
11th November 11am – 12pm
19th November 11am – 12pm

Everyone is welcome and no appointment is necessary
- just drop in during the advertised times.
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HATFIELD PEVEREL FOOTBALL CLUB
CONTACTS

Youth Enquiries
(U11 to U18)

Terry Lingley –
Secretary

07736 042466
terrylingley@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

Senior Enquiries Jim Isaacs –
Secretary

07736 437831
jim.isaacs@sky.com

Club Welfare
Officer Maisie Reading 07411 504532

maisiereading@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

Club Chair Nick Webb 07808 866543
nickwebb@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

Club Vice Chair
& Treasurer Gareth Howard 07778 408051

treasurer@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

HPFC Wildcats
Girls only sessions Adam Collier 07488 282366

HPFC Meerkats
Ages 4-6 Luca Curtis 07745 728430
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HATFIELD PEVEREL FOOTBALL CLUB

Following a very short break, we are now in the middle
of our pre-season friendlies for our senior Men’s and
Ladies teams, as well as our new Over 35s Veterans
team.  Please follow our social media posts for details of
all fixtures.

In the background, we have been working hard again to
prepare our pitches for the new season.  As you can
imagine this was tiring and back-breaking work in the
extreme temperatures we experienced in July.

New Teams Alert!
We’re excited to announce the arrival of two new girls’
teams arriving at HPFC for the 26/27 season - U9 Hawks
and U10 Ravens. We are always continuing to expand
our ladies’ section, creating an excellent pathway into
our Ladies team. Please email
youth@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk for any queries.

Thomson Day 2026
Our annual ‘in-house’ youth tournament took place on
Saturday, 20th June 2026.  This is a real village tradition
that has been running every year since 1972.
Over 200 of our junior players competed in a 5-a-side
tournament across all age groups, with a World Cup
theme.  Our Senior players also supported the event
acting as managers for the teams.

Spectators enjoyed some thrilling matches as well as a
bouncy castle, Football Darts and many other fun
activities and stalls.  In the evening, all of our junior
teams returned for their End of Season Awards event.

Congratulations to all the winners and runners-up, and
everyone who took part in the day.  Special thanks to
our team of volunteers who helped to set up and run
the event and then returned on Father’s Day to help
with the clean-up.

For fixtures and results, please visit
https://fulltime.thefa.com or our social media and club
website at hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk Our licensed bar will
open for all pre-season matches.

Dates for Your Diary
Sat 8th Aug 2026 - Start of Border League Season 
Sun 23rd Aug 2026 - HPFC Ladies Day
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We had such a lot of fun at Party in the Park, reminding
visitors that they are loved, with stickers and love hearts.
We learn from St. John’s gospel (13:34) that Jesus said
‘As I have loved you, so you must love one another’. We
wanted to share that love.  We hope you saw us, and our
deer enjoying the cooling stream waters, echoing the
words of Psalm 42.  

Refreshment was also the theme of our little characters
representing Jesus talking to the woman at the well at
Sychar. In St John’s gospel, chapter 4 we hear how Jesus
offered the woman living water, so she would ‘never
thirst again’.  Recent hot weather has certainly reminded
us of the need for hydration.  Ignoring the needs of our
bodies for refreshing water can be life-threatening.  But
what of the living water, offered by Jesus as refreshment
for our souls? Why not come and learn more about this?
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HATFIELD PEVEREL METHODIST CHURCH

Do join us on Sunday
mornings from 9.15am
in Room 3 of the Village

Hall (access through the
Coffee Lounge). Or you

can find us in the café on
Sundays from 10.15am.
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WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION, ESSEX BRANCH

One hundred and ten years ago, the main involvement
for British forces was the continuation of the Battle of the
Somme. The title is slightly misleading, however, as the
Battle of the Somme was not one continuous battle but
a series of major actions fought over different terrain
along a 25-mile front over a four-month period. The
term Battle of the Somme encompasses all of these
actions. During August 1916, two men from the Essex
Regiment with local connections lost their lives.

Private Ernest Saville, from Danbury, died on 12 August
aged 23 while serving with the 9th Battalion, which came
under attack in the Ovillers area that day.

There was not fighting every day across the entire front.
Troops manned the trenches, carried out working
parties and rotated between the front line and rest
areas. Shelling, however, was a constant feature.

On 18 August, the 11th Battalion came under shellfire, with
one man killed and two wounded. The man who lost his
life was Private Oliver Mothersele, aged 40, from
Woodham Mortimer.

between late 1915, when British troops first moved into
the area, and March 1918.

The memorial is immense and dominates the local
skyline. Its scale reflects the enormity of the sacrifice,
with the names of 72,309 missing servicemen inscribed
on its 16 four-sided piers. Many of us at the Branch have
visited the memorial and, on every occasion, I have
been struck by what it represents.

Privates Saville and Mothersele are both remembered
on the Thiepval Memorial.

In July, on a Branch tour we held a short service at
Thiepval laying wreathes on behalf of the Essex
Regiment and for all the men from Essex who fell serving
in other regiments or units.

This month’s meeting
The Branch’s August talk will be held at the Royal British
Legion, Hornchurch, on 12th August. Steve Roberts will tell
the story of Sir Geoffrey Keynes, a gifted First World War
surgeon who served with the Royal Army Medical Corps.
While the First World War is often remembered for the
vast number of lives lost, the Royal Army Medical Corps
helped save hundreds of thousands of wounded
soldiers through what had become, by the end of the
war, a state-of-the-art emergency medical service.

Members and non-members of The Western Front
Association are equally welcome. Any new visitors are
guaranteed a friendly atmosphere and a warm
welcome from a group of like-minded enthusiasts. We
request an entrance donation £4.00. 

There is a book raffle at each meeting which helps
support our memorial work, allowing us to assist in
memorial development, principally, but not exclusively,
in Essex. 

The Branch has a monthly newsletter which carries
information concerning Branch talks and events,
remembering casualties from Essex, historical articles
and forthcoming events or publications that may be of
use to anyone with an interest of the First World War. 

If you would like to receive a copy by email, with
attachments, please ask via essexwfa@googlemail.com
or for more details, visit westernfrontassociation.com/
branches/united-kingdom/essex/

by Jim Kevany
Essex Branch Chairman, WFA

It is not known whether either man was buried or, if they
were, whether the location of their graves was later lost.
Even when graves were found, it was not always possible
to identify the soldiers.

The large number of unidentified soldiers, and those with
no known grave, led to one of the greatest acts of
memorialisation of the First World War, ensuring that the
name of every missing man would be remembered. The
principal memorial to those who died on the Somme is
the Thiepval Memorial, which commemorates those lost
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HADFELDA (LADIES) GROUP

Annual Afternoon Tea
Our annual afternoon tea was held in June on what
unfortunately turned out to be one of the hottest days of
the year! Fortunately, by opening the doors into the
Church, the Church Hall was kept nice and cool. The
tables looked very summery, decorated with vases of
flowers, pretty china and fancy serviettes. Everyone
enjoyed a delicious variety of sandwiches, followed by
scones with jam and cream and the most amazing
cakes and gateaux. We certainly have some very
talented cooks amongst our members. The table quiz
proved a great success and caused a lot of fun. We were
delighted to welcome two ladies from the Hatfield
Peverel Ladies (not to be confused with our group) and
we do hope some of their members will join us at future
events.

Our July meeting was a talk from Marie Curie, a very
worthwhile charity. Unfortunately, the Village Voice went
to press before our meeting, so more on this next month.

Our 26th August meeting is a talk by Stuart Phillips on
Basic Life Skills which sounds very intriguing! As always,
we are very happy to welcome visitors to any of our
meetings, just come along! We meet at 2pm in St.
Andrew’s Church Hall on the fourth Wednesday each
month.
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August is a wonderful month to spend time outdoors. It
is often called the gardener’s reward month. The garden
and allotment are full of colour; the bees are busy;
butterflies seem to be everywhere; and the rewards of
all those spring and early-summer jobs are finally
appearing. Whether you have a large allotment, a small
vegetable patch or simply a few pots on the patio, there
is plenty to enjoy.

If the weather stays hot and dry, watering becomes the
priority. Plants prefer a good, deep soak two or three
times a week rather than a light sprinkle every day.
Watering early in the morning or during the evening
helps reduce evaporation and allows moisture to reach
the roots where it is needed most. A layer of compost,
grass clippings or bark around plants will help keep the
soil cool and retain moisture. Remember that crops such
as tomatoes, cucumbers and courgettes contain a lot
of water, so give them a good drink during dry spells.

Harvesting is one of the real pleasures of August.
Tomatoes, runner beans, French beans, courgettes,
cucumbers, onions, potatoes, beetroot and sweetcorn
are all coming into their own. Pick crops regularly,
especially beans and courgettes, as this encourages the
plants to keep producing. There’s nothing quite like
taking fresh vegetables home from the allotment for
dinner the very same day.

As crops are cleared, don’t leave the ground empty. Sow
a few rows of lettuce, spinach, rocket or radish for late-
summer and early-autumn harvests. It’s also a good
time to think about next year. Make a note of which
varieties have done well, which struggled and perhaps
try something new next season. Every year teaches us
something.

Children love helping at this time of year. They can dig
up potatoes and carrots to see what’s hiding beneath
the soil, pick ripe tomatoes, collect beans, water plants
with a small watering can or see how many different
insects they can spot. Why not encourage them to make
a simple nature diary with drawings or photographs of
flowers, vegetables, butterflies and birds? It’s a great
way to enjoy time together outdoors.

Please remember our wildlife during hot weather. Leave
a shallow dish of clean water for birds, bees and
hedgehogs, and keep it topped up. Continue
deadheading flowers to keep borders looking colourful
but leave a few blooms for pollinating insects. If you
have a compost heap, keep feeding it with healthy
garden waste and kitchen vegetable peelings. Turning
it occasionally will help produce rich compost for next
year.

Finally, don’t make August all about work. Take time to
pause, sit in the sunshine with a cup of tea and a friendly
neighbour, admire the flowers, listen to the birds and
appreciate what you’ve achieved. Gardens and
allotments are not competitions - they’re places to relax,
learn, share ideas and enjoy nature. Every ripe tomato,
every bunch of beans and every smile from a child
discovering a freshly dug potato reminds us why we
garden in the first place.

Special Thoughts for August

August reminds us that gardening is about much more
than growing vegetables or flowers. It teaches patience,
rewards effort and encourages us to notice the simple
pleasures around us. Every season brings its own
lessons, and every harvest—large or small—is something
to celebrate. So, take a moment to enjoy the fruits of
your labour, share what you’ve grown with family, friends
or neighbours, and remember that the greatest harvest
is often the happiness, friendships and memories we
cultivate along the way.

“The best gardeners don’t just grow vegetables—they
grow friendships, patience, knowledge and hope. Every
visit to the allotment is an investment in tomorrow.”

by Drew Price

Happy gardening, enjoy your harvest, share what you
can and encourage someone to discover the pleasure
of growing their own food!
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TERLING WI

Party’s over - time for summer rest
Unfortunately, our June meeting was postponed due to
the heatwave. We are looking at dates we can invite
TrainEEAST back to give us a demonstration and talk on
basic CPR. 

We had a super time at Hatfield Peverel’s Party in the
Park. Wendy and Deb did a sterling job manning the stall
and selling our wonderful, crafted items and homemade
cakes. We raised a good amount of money which will go
towards the catering of our annual summer party. Next
month, we’ll share news and photos of our July
members summer party. 

August is our month off and so we wish you all a
wonderful summer holiday. Join us in September where
we welcome Jamie Hepworth from FITHIT who will
demonstrate some self-defence. 

Membership is open to newcomers, check us out and
see what we’re up to! 
Thursday 24th September- monthly meeting, guests
welcome £5pp
Thursday 22nd October – monthly meeting, guests
welcome £5pp

For more information, contact us on
terlingwi@outlook.com, or call Lucy on 07926
649669. Check us out on social media @terlingwi
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22ND SEASON STARTING SOON!

MALDON FILM CLUB

After our successful 21st year, it’s not long to go now
before Maldon Film Club new season begins on
Tuesday 8th September 2026.

Our opening film is the Oscar nominated Song Song
Blue staring Hugh Jackman and Kate Hudson. The 22nd

season then continues until 26th May 2027 with films
being shown fortnightly on Tuesdays in 2026 and
Wednesdays in 2027. The club meets at Maldon Town
Hall, doors open at 7.15pm, wine and soft drinks are
available, at a charge, from 7.30pm and unless notified
to the contrary all films commence at 8pm.

Our first film of the new season, Song Song Blue, tells
the story of Lightning and Thunder, a Milwaukee
husband and wife Neil Diamond tribute act who
experience soaring success and devastating
heartbreak in their musical journey together.

The new season’s second film, to be screened on
Tuesday 22nd September, is the highly acclaimed The
Last Journey in which renowned Swedish TV duo Filip
and Fredrik embark on a trip to France, aiming to
rekindle the zest for life of Filip’s father. The film has
been described as a real gem - beautiful, tragic,
optimistic and funny – and was the official submission
for the Best International Feature Film category of the
97th Academy Awards in 2025

As promised last month I am delighted to confirm that
our programme from 6th January until 26th May 2027
is as follows:

The price of an annual subscription remains at £30,
and this entitles members to free admission to all the
season’s 19 films - that’s less than £1.60 per film! In
addition, there are a limited number of places for
junior members, aged 16-18 in full-time education and
training at the reduced cost of £20. As a member you
will be asked to give your reaction to the films you
have seen and help the committee compile the
programme for the following season. Membership is
open to all, and new members will be made very
welcome. Members’ guests pay just £4 per film.
Membership has reached an all-time high and early
applications for 2026/27 are strongly recommended.

For further details and an application form please visit
our website www.maldonfilmclub.uk, pop into the
Maldon Visitor Information Centre (Tuesday – Saturday
between 11am and 4pm) or phone 01621 869133 for
membership enquiries. Alternatively, you are welcome
to come along as my guest to the first film of the new
season, meet members of the committee and pay
your annual subscription on the night.

If you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me, John Salisbury, on 07905
971608.
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Who would choose to go out in the sweltering heat of a
July evening?  Well, members of Peverel Wine Club
braved the potentially blistering temperatures to
tackle the Club’s annual walking treasure hunt – and
found instead a beautiful sunny evening with a gentle
breeze and an idyllic route!

This year’s hunt had been set by Laura Cranfield and
Lucy Garrod, ably assisted by Shaun Gosling-Mills and
Matt Cranfield.  The route explored Chipping Hill in
Witham, a previously undiscovered wonderland of old
buildings and lush riverside footpaths.

Not only did we find an interesting route to follow, but
also some absolute gems of information among the
clues en route: who knew that there was a Quaker
Burial Ground on Church Street until 1950, or that Barry
the Rock Historian has a commemorative bench on the
Riverside Walk?  The marking of our answer sheets took
place in the cool interior of The White Horse pub on
Chipping Hill where we also enjoyed an excellent 2-
course supper.  The competition was very close, with
most competitors finding all the clues correctly, but the
tricky part had been finding 9 marker tags along the
way which together formed an appropriate anagram
of the word VINEYARD!  Eagle-eyed couple guests
Malcolm and Linda did best at this and so won the
treasure hunt, receiving a bottle of wine called Six Mile
Walk* (it wasn’t that long!) for their prize, plus the
dubious honour of setting next year’s treasure hunt!

Thoughts are now turning to August’s meeting, back at
the Village Hall, but hopefully outside - weather
permitting. This promises to be another of the
highlights of the Club’s year, with the theme of Back to
School hopefully encouraging a plethora of gymslips,
school caps, academic gowns and sports kit. We shall
be following the day’s timetable of St Vincent’s (patron
saint of wine) Oenological Academy, where wine
tasting runs alongside more conventional lessons.  As
well as a free Tuck Shop, pupils and staff will be asked
to bring packed lunches before Sports Day in the
afternoon, where activities for the super-fit (and the
rest of us) are planned.

If you’d like to join us in August - or indeed for any
other meeting - for a light-hearted and inexpensive
evening out, you would always be very welcome.
Please give Vee a ring beforehand on 01245 355723
however, to ensure there is enough food and drink for
all. (We normally meet on the second Wednesday of
each month in the village hall, but with some
exceptions, particularly during the summer months).
For more information, visit our website at
www.peverelwineclub.co.uk or email Vee at
peverelwineclub@hotmail.co.uk

*Six Mile Walk Sauvignon Blanc, Marlborough, New
Zealand, Waitrose, £10. Typical NZ Sauvignon at a very
good price for its undoubted quality. 

by Vee Green
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