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As the days begin to lengthen and the first signs of
spring appear around the village, Hatfield Peverel is
slowly coming back into bloom. The change in season
brings renewed activity, and the Parish Council has
plenty of updates to share as we move into the busier
months ahead.

Sport in the Village
Our free outdoor gym sessions came to an end in
February. We would like to thank Sport England and the
Active Braintree Foundation for their generous grant
funding, which made this initiative possible for our
residents. and our trainer, Stefan, for his dedication and
expertise throughout the programme.

The Parish Council continues to explore funding
opportunities that support community wellbeing, with
Free Parks Tennis launching this spring. You can read
more about this on page 23.

Duke of Edinburgh
Our first Bronze Duke of Edinburgh cohort have now
progressed on to the Silver Award. We are delighted they
have chosen to continue their DofE journey with the
Parish Council, and our thanks go to Cllr Richard Parker
and Cllr Tina Short for their continued support.

We will bring further updates soon. In the meantime, if
you know a young person with a connection to Hatfield
Peverel who would like to complete their Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award — perhaps because their school has

not been able to offer a place — please get in touch via
email.

Community Park
Plans for the Community Park continue to move forward.
The Community Park Committee meets on the fourth
Monday of each month at the Village Hall, and members
of the public are welcome to attend, particularly if they
feel they may be able to offer help or expertise. Further
updates will follow next month.

Party in the Park
Planning is underway for this year’s Party in the Park on
Saturday 4th July 2026. If you would like to be involved
— whether by running a stall, showcasing a local
business or charity, or helping on the day — please
contact the Assistant Clerk, Carly, at
assistantclerk@hatfieldpeverelpc.com

Vacancy
We are currently recruiting for a Weekend Cleaner at the
Village Hall. The role involves two two-hour cleaning
shifts prior to opening at 9am on Saturday and Sunday
mornings, along with holiday cover. The hourly rate is
£12.21. For further details, please email the Assistant Clerk.

Village Hall
We recently heard from a resident who, despite living in
Hatfield Peverel for five years, was unaware of the wide
range of activities taking place at the Village Hall. The
hall hosts a packed programme of clubs, groups,
sporting activities and workshops, along with twice-
monthly bingo and regular weekday events in the
Coffee Lounge.

Full details of upcoming events and performances can
be found on the back page of this edition or by visiting
hatpevvhall.org. The hall, meeting rooms and kitchen
facilities are also available to hire for private and
business functions.

Keep Informed
To stay up to date with Parish Council news and
activities, please follow us on social media, visit our
website, or check the village noticeboards. Residents are
always welcome to contact us by email or telephone
with any queries.

Our next Full Council Meeting will take place on Monday
2nd March, and residents are welcome to attend. Please
see the website or noticeboards for the agenda.

Sarah Gaeta | Hatfield Peverel Parish Clerk |
parishclerk@hatfieldpeverelpc.com | 01245 382865
Parish Council Office, Village Hall, Maldon Road, Hatfield
Peverel, Essex CM3 2HP.
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The snow drops have been spectacular this year though
by the time of reading this, will no doubt be over. We
hope you had a chance to see them. 

We had a good February, starting with Candlemas (the
presentation of Christ in the Temple) marking the end of
the Christmas period and then moving towards Lent
with Shrove Tuesday and pancake celebrations. This is
the day celebrated as Mardi Gras in many parts of the
Christian world (think of Rio de Janeiro!). Then  Ash
Wednesday itself when traditionally parishioners around
the world have the sign of the cross made on their
foreheads with ashes as a mark of  the first day of Lent
and 40 days of fasting and penance, culminating with
Easter Sunday - the most important festival in the
Christian calendar.

Each year during
Lent we have house
discussion groups
choosing different
relevant themes.
This year, we based
the discussions on
issues raised in the
film of Les
Misérables we which
we showed in St
Andrew’s church hall
before the groups
met for the first time.
It has proved a most
interesting choice,
and very different
from last year’s film
Chocolat!

Special Sundays in Lent include Mothering Sunday
(March 15th), Passion Sunday (March 22nd) and Palm
Sunday (March 29th).  On the Saturday before Mothering
Sunday (originally a day for people to visit their “mother
church”  evolving into a day, allowing servants time off
to visit their mothers) we shall meet in St Andrew’s
church hall to bunch daffodils in readiness for handing
out on the Sunday to members of the congregation. We
shall also make the traditional Simnel Cake. 

Following Mothering Sunday, Passion Sunday is
observed on March 22nd, and Palm Sunday falls on
March 29th, each bringing its own unique traditions and
reflections as we journey through Lent.

Passion Sunday is so named  because it marks the
beginning of “Passiontide,” a two-week period in the
Christian calendar focused on the  passio  (Latin for
“suffering”) of Jesus Christ. Traditionally, it was the fifth
Sunday of Lent, signalling the start of the final, intense
contemplation of Jesus’s journey to the cross. 

Palm Sunday Palm is named for the palm branches that
people laid on the ground and waved to welcome Jesus
Christ during his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  It
commemorates the final week of Jesus’ life (Holy Week),
transitioning from the celebration of Jesus as King to
reflection on his death and during the service we shall
distribute small crosses made of palm to the
congregation. 

Snowdrops at St Andrew’s by Terri Hicks

Continued over...
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News from St. Andrew’s continued...

Last month’s Soup and Roll raised £187 for Witham’s
House of Grace supporting local homeless men. The
March event on Tuesday 10th from 12.30 to 2.00pm will
be in aid of Open Doors supporting Christians in
dangerous countries.

Below are details of our services this month, to which you
are all most welcome.
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Hopefully you have seen OT, our Outreach Worker,
around the village.  He has been out and about
meeting people and finding out what makes the
residents of Hatfield Peverel tick!  He has created our
Instagram page (hpmc_methodist_church) so why
not check it out?  He is looking forward to making
more connections and getting to know more about
the life of the village as he begins to plan events and
activities.

We are also looking forward to our next Family Event
which has an Easter theme and takes place on Palm
Sunday (29th March). There will be lots of creativity in
Room 3 of the Village Hall and a visit from the
puppetry team too!  We will meet for worship at our
usual Sunday morning time of 9.15 am, with the crafts
beginning from 10.15 am.  

Shrove Tuesday signals the beginning of the period
of Lent – often with pancakes to enjoy!  For some, Lent
is a time of self-denial and ‘giving up’ of something,
maybe chocolate?  On Palm Sunday we celebrate
and remember Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. There must have been
a party atmosphere with crowds shouting ‘Hosanna’
and welcoming him that day.  The crowds and Jesus’
close friends (his disciples) could never have
imagined the terrible events of Holy Week, and Jesus’
death on the cross, which we remember on Good
Friday.  But what joy they experienced, seeing him
alive in person, just 3 days later.  More than 2,000
years on we meet on Easter Sunday, 5th April at
9.15am, when we sing ‘Hallelujah – Christ is risen!’
Why not join us to celebrate?

Sunday worship at the Village Hall
Do join us on Sunday mornings from 9.15 am in Room
3 of the Village Hall (access through the Coffee
Lounge). Or you can find us in the café on Sundays
from 10.15 am.
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In celebration of International Women’s Day on 8th

March and Mother’s Day on 15th March, we take a look
at a mother who’s compassion and generosity
improved the lives of so many in Essex.

You may have noticed the attractive row of cottages
along Maldon Road in Hatfield Peverel. Known as the
Lovibond Cottages, these almshouses were built in
1820 and remain a lasting reminder of one woman’s
generosity to the parish — and of a legacy shaped by
family, loss, and care for others.

Almshouses have existed in Britain since at least the
10th century, providing homes for older or poorer
members of the community. The Lovibond Cottages
were built and endowed by Martha Lovibond in
accordance with the wishes of her daughter, Harriet
Catherine Lovibond, who died aged just 21. The
cottages were intended to house two elderly married
couples and two single residents who were either born
in the parish or long-time inhabitants — offering
security and dignity in later life.

Constructed of Gault brick with slate roofs, the
cottages feature Gothic-style windows and retain
much of their original character. They were granted
Grade II listed status in 1986 and continue to be
maintained by a charitable organisation. The charity
remains active today, supporting residents over the
age of 60 with close ties to Hatfield Peverel.

A Life Shaped by Family
Martha Lovibond (née Impey), born in 1770, was one of
ten children in a prominent and well-connected family.
Her early life was shaped by her father’s career as
Chief Justice in the court in Calcutta, during the
colonial administration of India. Upon returning to
England, she was exposed from an early age to both
privilege and responsibility. As a member of early 19th

century London’s social elite Martha married George
Lovibond in 1793.  As well as their house in Manchester
Square, London, Martha Lovibond and her husband,
George settled in Hatfield Peverel for a time with their
two children, Harriet and George. 

Martha was widowed in 1817, temporarily moving with
her two children to Funchal in Madeira. There, Martha
suffered further tragedy the following year with the
death of her daughter Harriet. It is likely that this
personal loss influenced her return to the UK and her
later philanthropy. Rather than withdrawing from
society, Martha channelled her grief into helping
others, particularly the young and the vulnerable. She
moved back to England, and lived for a short period in
Hadleigh, Essex. In 1820, she established the
almshouses in Hatfield Peverel according to the wishes
of her daughter and while in Hadleigh she became
concerned by the poverty and lack of education
among local children. 

In 1821 she gave £750 in 4% Bank Annuities for
“educating and clothing the poor children of the parish
whose parents are members of the Church of 

Continued over...

by Janice Fitzpatrick
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The Lovibond Cottages contd. from page 7

England”. The charity was to be known as the Hadleigh
(Essex) Sunday School Fund despite the fact that it was
not just a Sunday school. The fund was intended firstly
for instruction, but the remaining sum was to be spent
providing warm clothing for the children at Christmas.
Contemporary records describe her gift as generous
and quietly given, without any desire for recognition —
an act of care that reflected both maternal instinct
and social responsibility.

Although the school later faced difficulties before
eventually becoming successful in the 1840s, it went on
to play an important role in local education until
replaced by the National School in 1855. The Hadleigh
charity itself was eventually de-registered in 1997.

A Legacy That Remains
Martha Lovibond died in Tunbridge Wells on 11 August
1828, aged 58, never seeing her educational project at
its most successful. Yet her legacy endures. The
almshouses she founded in Hatfield Peverel still stand
today, continuing to provide homes for local residents
more than two centuries later — a quiet but enduring
example of compassion rooted in family and
community.

She is remembered alongside her husband and son on
a family monument in Hatfield Peverel’s parish church,
but perhaps her most lasting memorial is the care she
extended beyond her own family, creating security and
opportunity for generations she would never meet.

© Copyright Robin Webster and licensed for reuse under this
Creative Commons Licence. https://www.geograph.org.uk/
photo/3294511. Source: https://www.hadleighhistory.org.uk/
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As the days lengthen and the soil finally begins to lose
its winter chill, we enter the most exhilarating period of
the gardening calendar. Late March and April are the
“starting line” for the year ahead—a time when a little
effort now yields a massive bounty come summer.
Whether you are tending a backyard patch or a full
allotment, here is how to navigate the spring rush.

The “Big Three” Preparation Jobs
Before the seeds go in, your soil needs to be ready to
support them. Focus on these essentials:

• Feed the Earth: Apply a generous layer of well-
rotted manure or our newly arrived garden
compost. Don’t worry about digging it in deeply;
the worms will do the hard work for you.

• Warm the Bed: Soil temperature is more important
than air temperature. Use cloches or even black
plastic sheeting to warm your seedbeds for a week
before sowing; it significantly improves germination.

• The “Scuffle” Weed: Use a hoe on a dry, breezy day
to decapitate annual weeds just as they emerge.
This “stale seedbed” technique prevents them from
outcompeting your young vegetables later.

What to Sow and Plant Now
Timing is everything. While it is tempting to rush,
remember that tender plants like tomatoes still need
the protection of a sunny windowsill or greenhouse.

Direct into the ground:
• Potatoes: Plant “First Earlies” in late March and

“Maincrops” in mid-April.
• Root Crops: April is prime for carrots, beetroot, and

parsnips. Sow carrots thinly to avoid attracting the
carrot fly during thinning.

• Hardy Greens: Spinach, chard, and lettuce can be
sown in succession every two weeks for a
continuous supply.

Under Cover (Windowsills/Greenhouses):
• The Heat Lovers: Start your tomatoes, peppers,

and cucumbers now.
• The Squashes: Toward the end of April, sow

pumpkins and courgettes in pots. They grow fast
and hate frost, so keep them indoors until late May.

The “Hungry Gap” & Protection
This period is known as the “Hungry Gap”—the time
when winter stores are finishing but new crops aren’t
yet ready.

Pro Tip: Harvest remaining leeks and purple sprouting
broccoli now to clear space. If you have fruit bushes,
keep horticultural fleece handy. A sudden April frost
can kill off the blossom on your strawberries or
currants, ruining your fruit harvest before it begins.

Pest Watch: As the weather warms, slugs and snails
will hunt for tender seedlings. Use organic grit or beer
traps to protect your hard work.

Happy gardening—may your soil be crumbly and
your harvests be heavy!

By Drew Price
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HADFELDA LADIES GROUP

Join Us for a Sociable Spring
My goodness, the year seems to be flying past, it
doesn’t seem possible that we are already in March.
This is the month when it really starts to feel like
spring. Sadly, the snowdrops are mainly over but
daffodils make a lovely splash of colour in gardens
and on verges, along with clumps of primroses and
cowslips.

At our January meeting we were looking forward to
hearing a representative of Marie Curie speaking to
us about this excellent charity. Unfortunately, the
speaker was unable to attend, but we have re-
booked her for July. Fortunately, one of our
members stepped into the breach and saved the
day making for an enjoyable and very sociable
afternoon.

Our February meeting was themed ‘A Day at the
Races’ and we’ll bring you more details about this in
April’s edition of the Village Voice. Don’t miss it!

Who are the Hadfelda Ladies Group?
We are a friendly and fun group who are always happy
to welcome visitors to our meetings. Our programme
for the next few months features some excellent
speakers and our afternoon teas are not to be missed!

25th March Paul Andre – Volunteering for the
National Trust.

22nd April John Cameron – Medical detection
dogs and the Cinnamon Trust

27th May Staphanie Calllister-Jarrold – Owl
Rescue (be prepared for lots of
photos of cute baby owls!)

24th June Annual Afternoon Tea.

If any of these events interest you, do come along. If
you don’t fancy coming on your own, bring a friend!
We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 2pm
in St. Andrew’s Church Hall and you can be assured
of a warm welcome.

By Marel Elliston

Hello from your local Terling WI!
In January’s meeting we welcomed Mike Courtenay.
Although extremely nervous, he delivered a great
meeting and gave us all an insight and a short lesson
on Calligraphy. We hope he enjoyed his first
experience of a WI!

He very kindly gave each member and guest who
booked in, a notecard with their name handwritten
in gold calligraphy. A wonderful touch, thank you
Mike! 

Unfortunately, our planned speaker for this month
has had to rearrange, so please keep an eye on our
social media platforms for who is going to step in.

Finally, membership forms are available for
renewals and new members. The committee are still
finalising the programme for the next year, but we
will release this as soon as it’s finished. A friendly
reminder to all, that if you wish to attend April’s
meeting you must renew or join before the end of
March please. 

Key dates for Terling WI
Thursday 26th March – monthly meeting, all welcome
guest fee apples
Thursday 23rd April – monthly meeting, members only 

For more information, contact us on
terlingwi@outlook.com, or call Lucy on 07926 649669.
Check us out on social media @terlingwi
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THE WILLIAM BOOSEY

26. Village Voice - March 2026.qxp_Layout 1  25/02/2026  10:42  Page 13

www.hatfieldpeverelpc.com


14

www.hatfieldpeverelpc.com February 2026

26. Village Voice - March 2026.qxp_Layout 1  25/02/2026  10:42  Page 14

www.hatfieldpeverelpc.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583592440570&sk=about
https://www.instagram.com/thewilliamboosey
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583592440570&sk=about
https://www.instagram.com/thewilliamboosey
mailto:helenopeter@yahoo.co.uk


15

www.hatfieldpeverelpc.com February 2026

WESTERN FRONT ASSOC, ESSEX BRANCH

FROM CAVALRY CHARGE TO D-DAY: 
THE ESSEX YEOMANRY

The story of the Essex Yeomanry is one that spans two world wars, tracing the journey of a county regiment
from traditional mounted cavalry to modern artillery serving on the beaches of Normandy.

The Western Front Association returns to Hatfield
Peverel Village Hall on Wednesday 11 March for its next
meeting, which will focus on what was, in 1914, the
Territorial Cavalry for Essex, The Essex Yeomanry. 

Our speaker, Stephen Keoghane, served in a
Yeomanry regiment himself as a medical officer, and
his talk draws on his book Shield & Protect – The Story
of the Essex Yeomanry. The evening will explore the
regiment’s service and achievements during both
World Wars.

During the First World War, the Essex Yeomanry
served with distinction on the Western Front,
operating in both mounted and dismounted roles as
the nature of the conflict changed. In 1915, their
actions at Frezenberg helped halt a German
offensive. The father of one of our members took part
in this attack, and the accompanying photograph
shows a memorial erected at the site a few years ago
by the Essex Yeomanry Association.

The regiment was also involved in the successful
cavalry attack on the strategic town of Monchy-le-
Preux during the Battle of Arras in 1917. During this
action, Harold Mugford — a former member of the
regiment who had transferred, along with several
others, to a Cavalry Machine Gun Company — was
awarded the Victoria Cross for his heroism while
operating his machine gun, despite being badly
wounded. He survived the war and died in June 1958,
later being honoured with a military funeral at
Chelmsford Cathedral.

By the time of the Second World War, the Essex
Yeomanry had evolved into an artillery role, serving
in several theatres of operation. One of its component
regiments went ashore in Normandy on D-Day in
June 1944.

Our talk starts from 8pm. Members and non-
members of the WFA are equally welcome. Any new
visitors are guaranteed a friendly atmosphere and a
warm welcome from a group of like-minded
enthusiasts. We request an entrance donation of
£4.00 and tea and coffee is available.

The Branch has a monthly newsletter which carries
information concerning Branch talks and events,
remembering casualties from Essex, historical
articles and forthcoming events or publications that
may be of use to anyone with an interest of the First
World War. 

If you would like to receive a copy by email, with
attachments, please ask via
essexwfa@googlemail.com We ask for no other
information and the newsletter is the sole use of the
email address.

Jim Kevany
Essex Branch Chairman, Western Front Association
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The Oscar season is in full swing with the awards show
scheduled for 15th of this month and our own 21st season
continues to pull in the crowds with our membership reaching
an all time high of 190. As a nod to the awards, we continue in
March with the screening of last year’s Oscar winner A Real Pain
on Wednesday 11th March followed by the highly acclaimed If
Only I Could Hibernate on 25th March.

A Real Pain follows two polar opposite cousins from the USA
who join a Jewish WW2 history tour in Poland to see the
significant places in the life of their beloved but recently
deceased grandmother who survived the Holocaust. David
(played by Jesse Eisenberg) is introverted, responsible and
neurotic whilst Benji (Kieran Culkin) is extroverted and
seemingly carefree. Unfortunately their contrasting
personalities start to cause friction between the two and old
tensions gradually resurface. At last year’s Oscars, Kieran Culkin
won Best Supporting Actor for his portrayal of Benji, while the
film, written and directed by Jesse Eisenberg was also
nominated for Best Screenplay.

Our second film in March, If Only I Could Hibernate, tells the
story of a poor but somewhat arrogant teenage boy, Ulzil, who
is determined to win a Physics competition for a scholarship.
However, the problem he faces is that in the middle of winter
his illiterate mother finds a job in the countryside and leaves
him with his siblings.

Looking forward, our films for April 2026 are the Oscar nominated
A Complete Unknown which tells the story of Bob Dylan’s
meteoric rise to fame and the highly acclaimed 2024 Mike Leigh
drama, Hard Truths starrring Marianne Jean-Baptiste.

Our 21st season continues until 3rd June 2026 with films being shown
fortnightly on Wednesdays at Maldon Town Hall. Doors open at 7.15pm, and
wine and soft drinks are available at a charge from 7.30pm. Unless notified
to the contrary, all films commence at 8pm.

The price of the membership subscription for the rest of the season remains
at £25 so why not join now and watch the remaining 7 films for free. In
addition there are a limited number of places for junior members aged 16-
18 in full time education and training at the reduced cost of £18. As a
member you will be asked to give your reaction to the films you have seen
and also help the committee compile the programme for the following
season. Membership is open to all; New members will be made very
welcome and members’ guests pay just £4 per film!

For further details and an application form please visit our web site
www.maldonfilmclub.uk, or pop in to the Maldon Visitor Information Centre
which reopens on 17th February (Tuesday – Saturday between 1100 and
4pm). Or phone 01621 869133 for membership enquiries. Alternatively, you
are welcome to come along as my guest, meet members of the committee
and pay your subscription on the night.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me,
John Salisbury, on 07905 971608.

By John Salisbury
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Hello again, everyone! It’s Stefan here—your local mobile personal
trainer. This month, I’d like to talk about strength training and why
it’s important for everyday life—not just for lifting weights or
building muscle.

Strength is what helps us get up from the floor, carry
shopping bags, open heavy doors, and stay
independent as we get older. Without regular strength
work, muscles naturally weaken over time, especially if
we have inactive jobs or spend long periods sitting.

Why Strength Matters at Any Age
Strength training isn’t about becoming bulky or training
like an athlete. It’s about keeping your body capable,
resilient, and confident.

Here are some key benefits of building and maintaining
strength:

• Easier daily tasks – Standing up, climbing stairs, and
lifting objects feel less demanding.

• Joint support – Strong muscles protect joints like
knees, hips, and shoulders.

• Better posture – Strength helps keep your body
upright and balanced.

• Improved metabolism – Muscle tissue helps your
body burn energy more efficiently.

• Long-term independence – Strength allows you to
stay active and self-reliant as you age.

Even short strength sessions done regularly can make a
big difference to how your body feels and performs.

Strength training doesn’t need to be complicated or
time-consuming. A few well-chosen exercises, done
consistently, can help you stay strong, mobile, and
confident in everyday life.

Strength Training for Everyday Life
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We predicted February’s meeting of the Wine Club –
a South African supper honouring the anniversary of
Nelson Mandela’s release - would be one of the
highlights of the Club year, and it was – although not
necessarily for all the right reasons!  Attendance was
excellent – 55 people, some trying us out for the first
time, including one actual South African; the starters
of various patés (snoekfish, kudu and brinjal, aka
mackerel, venison and aubergine) went down well, as
did the eagerly-anticipated koeksisters (bearing an
uncanny resemblance to Lidl’s delicious toffee
YumYums!); the wines were enjoyable and excellent
value for money – but two things were missing from
the evening! 

What were they?  Firstly, the oven in the Village Hall
went on strike and refused to heat up, meaning that
we couldn’t taste that perennial favourite, South
Africa’s national dish of bobotie.  Secondly, our guest
speakers were prevented from coming at very short
notice because of a family emergency, leaving us
literally speechless!   Luckily, Steve Spearman rose
magnificently to the occasion and gave us the
Thoughts of Chairman Steve on South African Wine,
based on some intensive impromptu study of the
bottle labels and memories of his 2014 wine tasting
trip to the Cape Winelands.  Members remained in
good spirits throughout the evening however, bravely
staving off their hunger pangs with some healthy and
nutritious salad and bread, washed down with
consoling sips of wine.  We are happy to report that
the Hall team at HPVH has leapt swiftly into action like
the well-oiled machine it is to deal with the
recalcitrant oven, for which many thanks. 

It was a close-run thing for favourite white wine of the
evening, with the Rustenberg Sauvignon Blanc from
Stellenbosch emerging triumphant; Vergelegen’s
Mill Race Red Blend was the preferred red.  The
surprise hit of the evening was a dessert wine from
online wine merchant www.southafricanwines.co.uk
which we had thought might be a bit of a Marmite
wine: Darling Cellar’s Winemaker’s Selection
Wildflower Hanepoot Jeripigo, a snip at £10.99 for a
full-size bottle, which was a perfect accompaniment
for the YumYums, sorry Koeksisters!  

We are hopeful of a more tranquil evening in March,
flowing calmly along like one of the great wine rivers

of the world which are the subjects of the meeting.
The topic, Tales of the Riverbank, will be introduced
by the lovely Neils Dubro of Street Wines in Colchester
(www.streetwines.co.uk), one of the Club’s favourite
external presenters.

If you’d like to join us in March - or indeed for any
other meeting - for a light-hearted and inexpensive
evening out, you would always be very welcome.
Please give Vee a ring beforehand on 01245 355723
however, to ensure there is enough food and drink for
all.  (We normally meet on the second Wednesday of
each month in the village hall, but with some
exceptions).  Our website www.peverelwineclub.co.uk
has now been relaunched in a new and very clear,
easy-to-use format – why not take a look? The
exciting new 2026 programme is now available to
view on the website, or email Vee at
peverelwineclub@hotmail.co.uk for more
information. 

Words by Vee Green
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HATFIELD PEVEREL FOOTBALL CLUB

APPROACHING SEASON END
The end of the season is fast approaching.  This time
of the year sees many teams – both senior and junior
- competing in cup competitions. Hopefully we can
add some new silverware to our trophy cabinet
before the end of the season.

HPFC Ladies
It’s been a challenging start back to the season for
our ladies’ side, with several fixtures called off due to
waterlogged pitches, but the squad has still shown
plenty of fight and determination.

A recent cup fixture at the Drewitt-Barlow Stadium
saw the team face Premier Division high-flyers
Maldon & Tiptree.  Despite a 5-0 defeat, the Blue and
Black put in a battling performance, holding their own
for long periods against a side with superior tempo
and fitness.  Lydia Dines was imperious in goal,
highlighted by a full-stretch penalty save in the first
half, keeping the score respectable at the interval. 

With tired legs in the second half, Maldon edged
further ahead, but our ladies can hold their heads
high and take plenty of lessons from the experience.

Offensively, we’ve been delighted to welcome Kelly
Wealthall to the squad.  Kelly made an immediate
impact, scoring on her debut against Beacon Hill
Rovers with a clinical finish, showing the quality and
experience she brings to the team.

For all the latest photos, behind-the-scenes action,
and player updates, make sure you’re following us on
Instagram: @hpfc_ladies.

Prestigious Award Nomination
We were delighted to be advised early in the New
Year that we have been nominated by the High
Sheriff of Essex for The King’s Award for Voluntary
Service.

The KAVS is the highest honour given to volunteer-led
groups across the United Kingdom. This nomination
is an incredible recognition of the dedication,
passion, and community spirit shown by our
volunteers, coaches, committee members, parents,
and supporters who work tirelessly to keep our club
thriving.

We met with the assessment team in mid-February
and provided them with a comprehensive
information pack outlining the wonderful work carried
out by our 60+ strong team of volunteers.  We hope
to hear the final results in the next few weeks.

Walking Football
Our Walking Football squad has been training
together for several weeks now, and numbers have
steadily increased.

continued over...
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Walking Football Continued from page 20.
If you’re over 50, why not dust off your boots and get
back on the pitch - no matter your ability – it’s all
about fun, fitness & friendship.  Just turn up - every
Saturday morning at 9:45 am for a 10 am start @
HPFC, Wickham Bishops Road CM3 2JL or email/text
at: crcwayne@btinternet.com / 07880 224321 for
further details.

For results and fixtures visit www.fulltime.thefa.com
Find our social media and club website along with
dates for our Easter Soccer Camps and Thomson
Day / End of Season Awards on 20th June at
www.hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

And remember, our licensed bar is open Saturday
afternoons and on Sundays, hot food, drinks and
snacks are available from 9:30am to 4:30pm.

HATFIELD PEVEREL FOOTBALL CLUB

And finally... 
Our pitches are holding up well considering the
terrible weather we have experienced since
Christmas.  This is a testament to the hard work and
investment we have made to our playing surfaces
over the last few years.

As we prepare for the start of our new season in April at Maldon
Croquet Club, we invite you to come and visit us to try your hand
at croquet.

We can accommodate groups of up to sixteen for an afternoon’s
croquet with tea, providing equipment, coaching and fun! We
also welcome individuals who wish to try our game, and you will
be assured of a warm welcome. 

As a Club we have lovely lawns in a tranquil setting at The Keith
Bigden Memorial Ground in Hatfield Peverel, and around 80
members, many of whom play just for pleasure and to enjoy
friendship and gentle exercise in a social setting. 

For those who enjoy more competitive play there are a range of
club tournaments throughout the season, friendly matches
against other local clubs and participation in East Anglia Croquet
Federation regional leagues and Croquet England national
competitions.

We also enjoy many social activities - lunches throughout the
year, BBQ’s, quizzes and an annual trip for a weekend of matches
in Ramsgate!

For more information log onto our website http://maldoncroquetclub.org.uk To book a session contact Jan at
janchall@btinternet.com.

MALDON CROQUET CLUB

JOIN US FOR CROQUET IN 2026

HATFIELD PEVEREL FOOTBALL CLUB

Youth Enquiries
(U11 to U18)

Terry Lingley –
Secretary

07736 042466
terrylingley@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

Youth Enquiries
(U7 to U10)

Rich Bute –
Secretary

07795 690576
richard.bute@outlook.com

Senior Enquiries Jim Isaacs –
Secretary

07736 437831
jim.isaacs@sky.com

Club Welfare
Officer Maisie Reading 07411 504532

maisiereading@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

Club Chair Nick Webb 07808 866543
nickwebb@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

Club Vice Chair
& Treasurer Gareth Howard 07778 408051

treasurer@hatfieldpeverelfc.co.uk

HPFC Wildcats Susan Little 07841 042389

HPFC Meerkats Luca Curtis 07745 728430
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Free Tennis for All — and a 
Chance to Get Involved 

For the past two years, Hatfield Peverel Parish Council
has been pleased to offer free outdoor gym training
sessions at the Strutt Memorial Recreation Ground.
While funding for those sessions has now come to an
end, we are delighted to be introducing something
new from April — Barclays Free Park Tennis, a
national scheme offering free, friendly tennis sessions
for anyone who would like to take part.

The idea (‘and the appeal’) is simple: a relaxed,
welcoming session where people of all ages and
abilities can come along, pick up a racket, and enjoy
being active outdoors. Sessions will run for one hour
on Sunday mornings from April through to October
2026 at the tennis courts on the Strutt Memorial
Recreation Ground, with equipment provided.

To make this happen locally, we are still looking for a
small group of volunteers to join us as Tennis
Activators.

A simple idea: free tennis, 
fresh air, and a chance to 
bring people together 

If you’re worried that you need coaching experience,
please don’t be — there’s no coaching involved.
Activators simply help welcome players, set up
equipment, and keep the session running smoothly

so everyone has a good experience. You don’t need
to be a tennis expert, or even a regular player — just
someone who enjoys being involved and supporting
others.

To run safely, each session requires two activators,
and we hope to build a small team of four to six
volunteers so that the commitment is shared. Even
helping occasionally would make a real difference.

What’s involved?
• Around two hours of online training, including

safeguarding

• An LTA DBS check

• A friendly and reliable approach

Free Park Tennis works best in communities where a
few people are willing to give a little time to help
something positive grow — and we’d love Hatfield
Peverel to be one of them.

To find out more about the scheme, visit:
www.lta.org.uk/play/free-park-tennis/

If you’re interested in becoming an activator, please
contact Sarah Gaeta at:
parishclerk@hatfieldpeverelpc.com
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